Lord Mayoral Minute
Title: Novocastrian Pride
Motion:
That Council:
1. Rejects the recommendation of the NSW Government’s Delegate Report on the
forced amalgamation of the Newcastle and Port Stephens Local Government Areas
to rename an amalgamated Council Area the “City of Hunter Coast”.
2. Notes the Premier’s commitment to give an elected council the final say on planning
decisions involving the rail corridor land (Attachment A).
3. Rejects the recommendation of the NSW Government’s Delegate Report on the
forced amalgamation of the Newcastle and Port Stephens Local Government Areas
to remove elected representatives from office and appoint an Administrator.
4. Writes to the Premier and Minister for Local Government (with copies to the State
Members for Newcastle, Wallsend and Charlestown) requesting that a merged
council be named The City of Newcastle or The City of Greater Newcastle should an
amalgamation be forced as per our previous resolution and submission to the
inquiry.
5. Seeks legal advice on options available to the City of Newcastle on both retaining the
City’s name as ‘Newcastle’ and the retention of an elected decision making body
through the amalgamation process including consideration of the application of
interim governance arrangements like those applied in other states where elected
bodies remain in place.
Background:
Newcastle is Australia’s second oldest city, founded with a settlement in 1804.
On 7 June 1859 Newcastle Borough Council was one of the first Councils created in the
state.
The Newcastle LGA, of which Newcastle city is its identified centre, has gone through a
number of name changes over the years with various legislative changes of the time:
• The Newcastle City Council (1993-current).
• City of Newcastle (1949-1993)
• The City of Greater Newcastle (1938-1949);
• The Borough of Newcastle (1867-1938)
• Newcastle Borough Council (1859-1867).

On Thursday 12 May Premier Baird and Local Government Minister Toole announced the
amalgamation of 45 Councils to form 19 new bodies. Elected bodies of each of the 45
previous councils were sacked, and Administrators appointed.
In relation to the proposed forced amalgamation of Newcastle and Port Stephens, the
Minister announced that the merger was pending, awaiting the conclusion of a Delegate’s
investigation into the separate amalgamation of Dungog and Port Stephens Council.
The Delegates Report for the merger of Newcastle and Port Stephens was subsequently
made publicly available, and State government accepted the recommendation that a
merger proceed. This is against the stated position of both Newcastle City Council and Port
Stephens Council.
The Delegates Report additionally makes recommendations on the name of a new Council
(“The City of Hunter Coast”), the proposed governance structure (including the removal of
elected representatives) a model of governance that has been rejected by Samson author of
the original review into local government in NSW
The decision to rename the Newcastle area as Hunter Coast was undertaken without
consultation.
Attachments:
Premier’s Letter to Council titled ‘Newcastle Urban Transformation – Former Heavy Rail
Line’

