
 CITY OF NEWCASTLE  
 

BRIEFING COMMITTEE 
 
 Councillors, 
 
 In accordance with section 367 of the Local Government Act, 1993 notice is 

hereby given that a Briefing Committee Meeting will be held on: 
 
DATE: Tuesday 16 March 2021 
 
TIME: Following the Public Voice Committee 
 
VENUE: Council Chambers 

Level 1 
City Administration Centre 
12 Stewart Avenue 
Newcastle West  NSW  2302 

 
 

J Bath 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
City Administration Centre 
12 Stewart Avenue 
NEWCASTLE WEST  NSW  2302 
 
9 March 2021 
 

Please note: 
 

Meetings of City of Newcastle (CN) are webcast. CN accepts no liab ility for any defamatory, discriminatory 
or offensive remarks or gestures made during the meeting.  Opinions expressed or statements made by 
participants are the opinions or statements of those individuals and do not imply any form of endorsement 
by CN. Confidential matters will not be webcast. 
 
The electronic transmission is protected by copyright and owned by CN.  No part may be copied or 
recorded or made availab le to others without the prior written consent of CN.  Council may be required to 
disclose recordings where we are compelled to do so by court order, warrant or subpoena or under any 
legislation.  Only the official minutes constitute an official record of the meeting. 
 
Authorised media representatives are permitted to record meetings provided written notice has been 
lodged.  A person may be expelled from a meeting for recording without notice.  Recordings may only be 
used for the purpose of accuracy of reporting and are not for broadcast, or to be shared publicly.  No 
recordings of any private third party conversations or comments of anyone within the Chamber are 
permitted. 
 
The location of all meetings will be determined by the CEO in consultation with the Lord Mayor, having 
regard to any applicab le Public Health Orders regarding COVID-19, and will be either via video 
conferencing platform or at an appropriate CN facility in accordance with the requirements of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
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BRIEFING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
ITEM-2 BR 16/03/21 - COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCE 

PACKAGE EVALUATION  
 
REPORT BY: STRATEGY & ENGAGEMENT  
CONTACT: DIRECTOR STRATEGY & ENGAGEMENT / MANAGER 

COMMUNITY, STRATEGY AND INNOVATION 
 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To report on an independent evaluation of City of Newcastle’s COVID-19 Community 
and Economic Resilience Package (CERP). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On 24 March 2020, Council adopted the $5.5m CERP in response to the then 
emerging COVID-19 pandemic crisis; one of the first government response across 
Australia. 
 
The package comprised 10 programs over three tranches between April 2020 and 
June 2021 with a suite of financial relief, business and community supports – 
including interest free rate payment plans, rent reductions on council buildings, free 
online training, and community grants to support vulnerable and at-risk community 
members. 
 
The CERP aimed to mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic for Newcastle 
through: 
 

i) Direct action to support community wellbeing; 
ii) Timely responses to address cash-flow for small business; 
iii) Innovative programs to provide long-term strategic legacy benefits for the 

city; 
iv) Collaboration with partners and support for existing initiatives; and 
v) Financial responsibility for the long-term sustainability of the organisation.  
 

The Hunter Research Foundation Centre was commissioned to evaluate the CERP.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The briefing be received. 
 
 
REFERENCES 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A: Community and Economic Resilience Package Evaluation 
Presentation - distributed at the meeting 
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