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ITEM-15 LMM 25/09/18 - NEWCASTLE ART GALLERY EXPANSION 

WORKING PARTY 
 
 
MOTION 
 
That City of Newcastle: 
 
1 Establishes a Newcastle Art Gallery Expansion Working Party, facilitated by the 

City of Newcastle, to sharpen the focus of efforts towards securing funding 
towards the expansion of the Newcastle Art Gallery. The Working Party will 
establish a City of Newcastle charter, and be comprised of Councillors and 
Council Officers, who may invite representatives from the NSW and Federal 
Governments, Stakeholder Organisations and the Community; 

 
2 Prepares an updated business case for the expansion of the Newcastle Art 

Gallery, to compliment the work and advocacy of the Newcastle Art Gallery 
Expansion Working Party. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The efforts to secure adequate funding for the expansion of Newcastle Art Gallery 
remains ongoing. 
 
Despite many years of advocacy, the Newcastle Art Gallery community are 
continually left disappointed at unsuccessful applications for funding from the NSW 
and Federal Governments.  
 
With the NSW Government recently confirming $244 million for the Art Gallery of 
NSW’s extension there were high hopes of funding for the Newcastle Art Gallery 
proposal in this year’s State Budget. Unfortunately, the State Budget allocated $0 to 
the expansion of the Newcastle Art Gallery.  
 
A Newcastle Art Gallery Expansion Working Party will formalise efforts to advocate 
for funding, while also demonstrating broad, non-partisan support for redeveloping 
Newcastle Art Gallery for the benefit for all residents of the Newcastle Local 
Government Area and beyond.  
 
The National Association for the Visual Arts notes that for every $1 invested in arts 
and culture, $1.88 is generated for the NSW economy. 
 
Related previous decisions:  
 
On Tuesday, 25 November 2014 a Lord Mayoral Minute passed supporting the 
reactivation of the Newcastle Art Gallery expansion, urging the Federal Government 
to reinstate Federal funding and establishing a delegation to the Premier of NSW to 
appeal for funding for the expansion project (Attachment A). 
 
On Tuesday, 14 March 2017, a Lord Mayoral Minute passed reiterating City of 
Newcastle’s commitment to the expansion of the Newcastle Art Gallery, and 
organises a meeting with incoming Minister for the Arts, the Hon. Don Harwin MLC, 
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noting the announcement of a commitment to prioritise NSW Government Cultural 
Infrastructure Funding in regional NSW (Attachment B).  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
Attachment A: Lord Mayoral Minute – Reactivation of the Newcastle Art Gallery 

Project – 25 November 2014 
 
Attachment B: Lord Mayoral Minute – Newcastle Art Gallery expansion 

reaffirmation – 17 March 2017 
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SUBJECT: LORD MAYORAL MINUTE

PURPOSE

The following Notice of Motion was received on Tuesday 25 November 2014 from the Lord 
Mayor:

MOTION

1. Council supports the reactivation of the Art Gallery Redevelopment as a key project for this 
Council.

2. The Lord Mayor writes to the Federal Government seeking reinstatement of the Federal 
Government Funding Agreement regarding the Art Gallery Redevelopment. 

3. The Lord Mayor seeks and leads a delegation to the Premier of NSW to appeal for funding 
for the Art Gallery Redevelopment.

4. A report is provided to Council outlining the outcome from the above and potential funding 
options for the reestablishment of the Art Gallery Redevelopment within three months. 

BACKGROUND

The Newcastle Art Gallery remains one of the premier Art Galleries in the country and is 
considered one of this council’s most valuable assets.  The community values this asset and the 
Art Gallery Redevelopment remains a key future project to be funded by the Special Rate 
Variation. It is vitally important for Council to send a clear message that Art Gallery 
Redevelopment is an important project and has the support of this Chamber.

Considerable work by Council, council officers and the community resulted in a supported $21M 
redevelopment project.  Completed detailed design architectural and construction plans have 
now been provided to Council.  

Noting Council’s fiscal position, it is critical that external funding be sought and I am aware that 
there is currently grant monies available in both the NSW Government’s Restart NSW Hunter 
Infrastructure and Investment Fund and the Commonwealth’s Stronger Regions Fund.  This 
project should be seeking funding from these sources where eligibility allows.  

ATTACHMENTS

NIL
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SUBJECT: LMM 14/03/17 - NEWCASTLE ART GALLERY 

PURPOSE

That:

Council continues to support the Newcastle Art Gallery Redevelopment and 
leverages available funding from the NSW Government.

MOTION

That Newcastle City Council -

1. Note and reiterate Council’s commitment to the redevelopment of the 
Newcastle Art Gallery

2. Meets with incoming Arts Minister Don Harwin to investigate 
opportunities for joint support of the redevelopment of the Art Gallery.
Noting the recent announcement of a commitment to prioritise NSW 
Government Cultural Infrastructure Funding in regional NSW.

BACKGROUND

Sydney Morning Herald article attached.
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