
                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The Ripping Tree by Nikki Gemmell 

 

Reviewed by Donna 

The Ripping Tree is a psychological thriller of historical fiction set in 

colonial times in Australia. The story unfolds over seven days, after a 

young woman, Tom, is rescued from a shipwreck and left on the steps of 

an isolated mansion called Willowbrae. 

Tom was sent to Australia to marry a man she has never met. Tom is a 

feisty, strong, stubborn tomboy who resists the absolute conformity 

expected from her. She seeks a life of her own but ‘men have imagined a 

life for me that completely disregards the life I’ve imagined for myself’.  

Willowbrae is her chance to reinvent herself – she feigns amnesia and the 

family decide to name her Poss. However, Willowbrae, which offered her 

freedom, soon becomes her prison and her only hope is escape. 

Willowbrae hides a terrible secret within its beautiful walls – a story of denial and brutality and the 

horrific consequences of colonisation. The Ripping Tree has many layers, like its namesake, the 

paperbark tree. It tells of the loneliness of a small boy, desperate to belong, the love for country and 

the beauty of our landscape and the vulnerability of women and their fate at the hands of men and 

the medical profession – especially when they do not conform to society’s conventions. 

There are parts of this story that are confronting and disturbing, but The Ripping Tree should be read 

as part of our nation’s ‘truth telling’. There are shades of the novels The Secret River and Rebecca 

and the short, sharp chapters make this a fast read. 

‘It is our great wound that needs suturing, and it hasn’t been yet, I fear, perhaps it never will be, for 

we’re not comfortable, still, with acknowledging it. We’re not comfortable with exposing stories like 

this to the air and the sun and salt’. 

Highly recommended. 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=ripping%20tree&te=


                                                                                                                                    

 

What the Colonists Never Knew 

by Denis Foley and Peter Read 

(Adult non-fiction) 

 

Reviewed by Kim  

This book is a wonderful contribution to the documented history of 

Sydney and more importantly, this information is provided by a 

descendant of the traditional Aboriginal people of Sydney, Denis Foley.  

 

We are privileged by the knowledge that Foley shares in this book as only 

Aboriginal people know of these special places, events and stories. Foley 

talks from the heart and relives his childhood and the stories and 

knowledge his Elders gave him.  

 

We are given a new perspective on the lives of Aboriginal people 

confronted with the invasion of their lands and the ensuing history of how 

Aboriginal people in the Sydney area retained and maintained their traditional connections and 

passed on stories to the current generations. 

 

Foley dispels the myths created by the colonists and explains what they never knew about Aboriginal 

people. 

 

The book is co-written with Peter Read, a very experienced and compassionate historical author who 

has spent many years researching and documenting Aboriginal history in NSW. Read supplements 

Foley’s writing by putting his stories into the context of the broader history of Sydney. Together, 

Foley and Read provide us with the opportunity to better understand our shared history and to 

experience Sydney like never before.  

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:504595/one?qu=what+colonists+never+knew


                                                                                                                                    

 

The evening and the morning 

by Ken Follett 

 

Reviewed by David 

Follett moves backwards in time to the Dark Ages.  

Set in England 997-1006 full of romance, humour, Viking raids, 

outlaws and corrupt clergy and that’s just the first 50 pages.  

‘The evening and the morning’ is the prequal to ‘Pillars of the 

Earth’ and ‘World Without End’. 

A guaranteed good read…at 813 pages it makes quite an impact. 

 

Highly recommended 

 

 

 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=evening%20and%20the%20morning&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The funny thing about Norman Foreman  

by Julietta Henderson 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

 

 Best friends Jax Fenton and Norman Foreman are twelve, they love 

comedy and are a duo like Morecambe and Wise. They have a five-

year plan with the objective of the Edinburgh Fringe.  

The unthinkable happens and Jax tragically dies but Norman’s mum 

Sadie, more than ably assisted by colleague and pensioner Leonard 

Cobcroft, resolve that Norman WILL do the Fringe this year.  

I loved this delightfully charming, tender, and uplifting debut novel.  

Norman is the most amazing little boy and Sadie, even though she 

doesn’t think so, is an incredible mother.  

This road trip will live in the reader’s heart for a long time to come, 

and teaches us that—no matter the odds—we must always reach for 

the stars 

 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the%20funny%20thing%20about%20norman&te=


                                                                                                                                                   

 

Good Girl Bad Girl, When She Was Good, Shatter 

by Michael Robotham 

  

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed by Jennifer         

Sometimes a book comes along that takes your breath away - that book was “Shatter” and it was a 

very apt title as I was shattered when I had finished reading it.   Shatter is book 3 in the “Joseph 

O’Loughlin” series.  Such was my introduction to Michael Robotham.  

 “Good girl, bad girl” is the first book in this series “Cyrus Haven” about a young girl called Evie who 

has been found in a secret room of a house where a terrible crime has been committed. 

“When she was good” is the second book in her story. This follows Evie’s life in more detail and we 

then realize her past is coming back to haunt her.  

Whilst you can read the second book without having read the first, reading them in order gives the 

reader a much better understanding of the characters and their background.  

Whilst I highly recommend “When she was good” I can confidently say that anything written by 

Michael Robotham is a terrific read.  

 

Interested in the title, Good girl bad girl? Reserve your copy here  

Interested in the title, When she was good? Reserve your copy here  

Interested in the title, Shatter? Reserve your copy here         

 

 

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=good%20girl%20bad%20girl&te=
https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=when%20she%20was%20good&te=
https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=shatter&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The good sister by Sally Hepworth 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

From the outside, everyone might think Fern and Rose are as close as twin 

sisters can be. Rose is the responsible one and Fern is the quirky one. But 

the sisters are devoted to one another and Rose has always been Fern's 

protector from the time they were small. 

 

Fern needed protecting because their mother was a true sociopath who hid 

her true nature from the world, and only Rose could see it. Fern always saw 

the good in everyone. Years ago, Fern did something very, very bad and 

Rose has never told a soul. 

When Fern decides to help her sister achieve her heart's desire of having a 

baby, Rose realizes with growing horror that Fern might make choices that 

can only have a terrible outcome.  

What Rose doesn't realise is that Fern is growing more and more aware of the secrets Rose, herself, 

is keeping.    

I can recommend this book to anyone who enjoys drama, mystery and family relationships with 

amazing characters and a few twists along the way. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

                

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the+good+sister&qf=PUBDATE%09Publication+Date%092020-2021%092020-2021


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

Unforgotten 

(TV Series) 

 

David  

 

Excellent police procedural TV series with great chemistry between two leads. Just enough personal 

life not to overshadow the crime storyline. Multiple suspects with links to the victim…keeps you 

guessing until the end.  

Available in four seasons. Highly recommend. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=unforgotten+series&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The Marlow Murder Club by Robert Thorogood 

 

Reviewed by Skye 

The first in a new series, this is a great read for lovers of a cosy 

murder mystery.  

This is a novel with friendship at its heart – Judith, Becks and 

Suzie come together to solve a spate of murders in the quiet 

village of Marlow.  

We begin with Judith skinny dipping in the river and 

overhearing a murder, when the police don’t believe her story, 

she sets out to investigate herself. Soon, she meets Suzie, the 

local dog walker and Becks the seemingly very proper wife of 

the local vicar. 

When the local police have run out of ideas, they turn to the 

Marlow Murder Club to help sole the crimes. 

This is an easy read, but don’t be fooled – there are plenty of 

twists and turns. It’s funny and warm, with three grizzly 

murders thrown in!  

 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:507675/one?qu=the+marlow+murder+club


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The World at my Feet by Catherine Isaacs 

 

Reviewed by Skye 

Lately, I’ve been in the mood for ‘nice’ stories. Stories of 

hope and challenges overcome. This book was a lucky grab 

on my way out the door after work and realising I had 

nothing to read on the bus trip home. I was expecting a light-

hearted read, however this is much more than that. 

Ellie is an Instagram star, her feed shows a beautiful garden 

being carefully tended. She engages with her followers and 

portrays an idyllic life in the English countryside. However, all 

is not as it seems, Ellie hasn’t made it beyond the garden gate 

for 2 years. 

Harriet, Ellie’s mum is a journalist whose job has taken her to 

hotspots around the globe.  In 1989 she was sent to Romania 

to report on the country’s state-run orphanages, where her 

life changes forever. 

The story moves back and forth between 1989 and 2018, as 

we learn more about the trauma that has led Ellie to where 

she is today. 

This book is written with real wit and warmth, while also exploring some very dark times in recent 

history. A really good read, in some ways reminiscent of Meg Mason’s Sorrow & Bliss.  

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

                   

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the+world+at+my+feet&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The Prophets by Robert Jr. Jones 

 

Reviewed by Donna 

The Prophets is a story of two gay men aged 16 and 17, Samuel and 

Isaiah, “one black, the other purple”, who are enslaved on a Mississippi 

plantation called Empty. It is a powerful tale of love and resistance and 

the brutality of slavery. 

Samuel and Isaiah live with the animals in a barn where their love for 

each other shines. Not everyone on the plantation accepts their 

relationship – Amos, a fellow slave seeks to preach the gospel to save 

his fellow slaves but this new Christian god’s teachings lead to the 

betrayal of Isaiah and Samuel. Paul, the plantation owner, sees Samuel 

and Isaiah as “young bucks” perfect for breeding slaves to work on his 

plantation. Samuel and Isaiah’s relationship threatens the stability of 

the plantation and they are exposed and outcast. 

The author also explores the history of slavery and its effects on black 

culture, particularly in the area of gender. Samuel and Isaiah are descended from the African 

Kosongo people who were known to have fluid gender beliefs. The story is also told through the 

different characters, from the slave women who befriended Samuel and Isaiah and the plantation 

owner’s wife and their son, Tim. There are also the voices of the past, ancestors or biblical prophets, 

who enrich the stories of the past. 

The Prophets is ultimately a story of the enduring nature of love and the quest for physical and 

spiritual freedom. It tells of the deep humanity between both slaves and enslavers and the nature of 

human desire and depravity. Through the horrors and cruelty of slavery there was still a place for 

love. It is a confronting read at times, as any story of slavery is, but there are moments of beauty and 

heart-breaking tenderness and intimacy. 

I highly recommend The Prophets and is perfect for fans of the writing of Toni Morrison and James 

Baldwin 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 
 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:498820/one?qu=A+mark+on+my+soul

