
                                                                                                                                       

 

 

On a sunbeam by Tillie Walden 

(Graphic novel) 

 

Reviewed by Kirk 

‘On A sunbeam’ is a sci-fi adventure following the lives of a 

ragtag reconstruction crew making their way through the 

depths of space. 

New crew member Mia functions as the reader’s entry into this 

expansive universe and the family she finds amongst the crew. 

Whilst the narrative is a slow burn the pay-off is worth it and 

the last 200 pages became a real page turner.  

Walden’s use of color, clearly delineating each thematic 

chapter, allows the plot to seamlessly oscillate between the 

present day and Mia’s memory of her first love at boarding 

school. The clear lines and simple colour scheme in no way 

hinders Walden from creating beautiful imagery as we explore 

the furthest corners of this universe.  

Each of the main characters are in some way on the LGBTQI 

spectrum and time is dedicated to the exploration of these identities and their meaning for the 

character. 

A particular highlight was the focus on non-binary gender pronouns and the allyship amongst the 

crew on that issue. Well worth a read if you’re looking for something out the heteronormative 

standard! 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=on%20a%20sunbeam&te=


                                                                                                                                            

 

 

Reasons to be Cheerful by Nina Stibbe 

 

Reviewed by Donna 

It’s the 1980s and Lizzie Vogel has just turned 18. Looking to become more 

independent she secures a job as a dental assistant. The position comes with 

its own flat above the dental practice but with one major flaw – Lizzie’s boss, 

the cigar-sucking, Freemasons wannabe, JP, has unrestricted access to her 

toilet. Lizzie herself dabbles in the odd bit of unauthorised dentistry – 

anything to help out someone in need. 

We meet Lizzie’s family – her mother - drunk, divorcee, nudist, amphetamine 

addict, shoplifter, would-be-novelist, poet and playwright and her caring 

stepfather, Mr Holt and their young child, Danny.  

Lizzie has fallen in love with the dashing Andy, the young apprentice dental 

technician. Lizzie spends hours day-dreaming of ways to have sex with Andy, but he appears to be 

more interested in birdwatching. Maybe her choice of footwear, socks and sandals to help her 

athlete’s foot, is not helping? 

The book perfectly portrays the era, from the clunky décor to the latest food innovations – ready 

made sandwiches and spaghetti rings. This was life before the mobile phone and internet. 

There are some very funny moments and some sad ones as well. The innocence and angst of young 

adulthood is well drawn and you will love Lizzie for her many kindnesses.  

This is the third of a trilogy, but I read this without having read the previous two and it is a light, 

uplifting read.  

The other titles in the series: Man at the helm and Paradise lodge. 

Reasons to be Cheerful is the winner of the 2019 Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse Prize for Comic 

Fiction. 

P.S. If you want to see what happens to Lizzie next, watch the television series Love, Nina, starring 

Faye Marsay and Helen Bonham-Carter on ABC IView  

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=reasons+to+be+cheerful&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

The last by Hanna Jameson 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

Jon Keller is staying in an isolated hotel in Switzerland whilst attending a 

work conference. His morning begins as normal in the hotel’s dining room, 

until news starts to filter in from around the world of nuclear attacks on 

major cities.  Panic ensues with many abandoning the hotel and heading 

for the nearest airport and railway stations, but the quest to reach airports 

or other forms of transportation is futile. 

 

The first thing to be lost is communication, notably the internet, so after 

initial news reports, there is no information for quite some time. 

 

The story follows the twenty hotel guests who decided to stay. Switzerland 

appears to have escaped direct attacks, but unless they leave the hotel, 

they’ll never know to what extent they’re safe (or not). Jon documents the daily events in the wake 

of the nuclear apocalypse, together with his investigation into the murder of a young girl who was 

discovered in the hotel’s water tanks. 

 

This was quite an unsettling read, especially because it felt so plausible based on current events.  

That said, it was also a gripping, fast paced dystopian thriller with a side dish of murder mystery. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=THE%20LAST&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The night Hawks by Elly Griffiths 

(Ruth Galloway series #13) 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

Dr Ruth Galloway returns to the moody and beautiful landscape of 

North Norfolk to confront another killer. A devastating new case for 

our favourite forensic archaeologist in this acclaimed and bestselling 

crime series. 

 

The Night Hawks, a group of metal detectorists, are searching for 

buried treasure when they find a body on the beach in North Norfolk.  

At first Nelson thinks that the dead man might be an asylum seeker 

but he turns out to be a local boy, Jem Taylor, recently released from 

prison. Ruth is more interested in the treasure, a hoard of Bronze Age 

weapons. 

Nelson at first thinks that Taylor's death is an accidental drowning, 

but a second death suggests murder. 

 

Nelson is called to an apparent murder-suicide of a couple at the isolated Black Dog Farm. Local 

legend talks of the Black Shuck, a spectral hound that appears to people before they die. Nelson 

ignores this, even when the owner's suicide note includes the line, 'He's buried in the garden.' Ruth 

excavates and finds the body of a giant dog. 

 

All roads lead back to this farm in the middle of nowhere, but the place spells danger for anyone 

who goes near. Ruth doesn't scare easily. Not until she finds herself at Black Dog Farm… 

I adore the Ruth Galloway series. I have followed Ruth for all 13 books, she is strong, intelligent and 

a mean hand at solving a murder or two. The characters that inhabit this series are old friends. I just 

wish Ruth and Nelson would sort themselves out. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the+night+hawks&te=


                                                                                                                                    

 

 

The wonder boy of Whistle Stop by Fanny Flagg 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

The beloved author returns to the small town at the heart of Fried 

Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Cafe with a heart-warming 

novel about secrets of youth rediscovered, hometown memories, 

and everyday magic. 

 

Bud Threadgoode grew up in the bustling little railroad town of 

Whistle Stop, Alabama, with his mother Ruth, church-going and 

proper, and his Aunt Idgie, the fun-loving hell-raiser.  

Together they ran the town's popular Whistle Stop Cafe, known far 

and wide for its friendly, fun, and famous "Fried Green Tomatoes." 

As Bud often said to his daughter Ruthie, of his childhood, "How 

lucky can you get?" 

 

But sadly, as the railroad yards shut down and the town became a 

ghost town, nothing was left but boarded-up buildings and 

memories of a happier time. 

 

Then one day, Bud decides to take one last trip, just to see where his beloved Whistle Stop used to 

be. In so doing, he discovers new friends, new surprises about Idgie's life and about Ninny 

Threadgoode, Evelyn Couch, other beloved Flagg characters and about the town itself. 

He also sets off a series of events, both touching and inspiring, which change his life and the lives of 

his daughter and many others. Could these events all be just coincidences? Or something else? And 

can you go home again? 

I loved my return to Whistle Stop, so much so that I had to give the book a big hug when I was done.  

It was like visiting old friends. If you loved Fried Green Tomatoes this will be like coming home. 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here now 

  

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=wonder+boy+of+whistle&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

Exit by Belinda Bauer 

Reviewed by Pat 

75-year-old Felix Pink is an exiteer - someone who sits with the 

terminally ill who wish to exit their world of pain and suffering.  

The exiteers’ aren’t allowed to assist the person to die, indeed they 

stay very much within the law.  

However, when Felix enters number 3 Black Lane with a newbie 

exiteer, 23-year-old Amanda in tow. Something goes very wrong.  

It puts the pair of them in a sticky, (not to mention) illegal situation. 

Felix needs to evaluate just what went wrong and decide how and at 

what point he should hand himself into the police, bearing in mind he 

would have to arrange for someone to look after his little dog. 

This is a very different take on euthanasia, but in a good way.  

I wasn’t sure if I was going to like it, but I did, very much. The main 

protagonists were great, and the constant humour lifted it from what could have been a depressing 

read, into a really heart-warming one.  

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here now 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=exit%20belinda%20bauer&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

Felix ever after by Kacen Callender 

 

Reviewed by Alex 

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed “Felix ever after” by Kacen Callender.  

This book is sweet and enchanting. Throw in a mix of mystery, teen 

angst, and exploration of gender identity to make this not only 

entertaining but also good for your own personal growth.  

Kacen is gentle but thorough in helping the reader understand the 

journey of a young person questioning their gender identity and the 

associated pain, turmoil and joy.  

I would recommend it for anyone who wants / needs to understand the 

tough path of a non-binary young person. 

#queerreads #queerfiction  #readersofinstagram #queerbooks 

#nonbinarytrans #reading #rainbowreads 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here 

 

 

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=Felix+ever+after&te=


                                                                                                                                        

 

Home stretch by Graham Norton 

 

Reviewed by Roxanne 

If you’ve ever watched the Graham Norton Show, you’ll be surprised to 

know that this funny and often irreverent British TV presenter has also 

written three novels, all set in his home country of Ireland.   

Home Stretch is his third novel and tells the story of a horrific car 

accident in a small town in West Cork.  

Of the six young men and women in the car, three are killed, one is left in 

a wheelchair and the youngest, Connor Hayes, is made to carry the 

blame. The weight of the town’s overwhelming grief becomes too much 

for Connor to bear, so he leaves his home and his family to try and 

rebuild his life first in Liverpool, then New York. 

It is not only the shame and guilt of the accident that drives Connor to leave, it is also because of a 

secret he carries. A secret he knows his family will never be able to accept the truth of. 

Many years later, a chance meeting leads him back to the town, his family and the people he 

thought he would never see again. The outcome of this return is not at all what you expect.  

I really enjoyed this book. Norton is an excellent storyteller and tells this story of mistruths, secrets, 

family and forgiveness with insight, warmth and honesty. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here 

  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=home+stretch&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The beach caves by Trevor Shearston 

 

Reviewed by Pat 

It’s 1970 and Annette Cooley is part of a small team working on 

an archaeological dig on the New South Wales south coast — a 

site that appears to prove that Aboriginal societies in the late 

Holocene era were becoming less nomadic, even sedentary.  

The discovery is thrilling in its significance, and the atmosphere in 

the group is one of charged excitement. The team is led by a 

husband-and-wife pair, stars in their field, Aled Wray and Marilyn 

Herr, and working on their sites promises to be the making of 

Annette as an archaeologist. 

 

On a new site, linked to the first, Annette starts to fall for a fellow 

student, Brian Harpur. But there are strange tensions and a 

hidden darkness within the group.  

Then one of their party mysteriously disappears. When police 

arrive, Annette makes a decision that will irrevocably mark her life, and Brian Harpur’s. 

 

Things start slowly in The Beach Caves but stick with it as it develops into a powerful story about 

jealousy, guilt, the choices we make, and the different paths our lives could have taken. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here  

 
  

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the%20beach%20caves&te=


                                                                                                                                      

 

 

The echo wife by Sarah Gailey 

Reviewed by Pat 

The Echo Wife is the most unique domestic suspense story I think I’ve 

ever read. It takes place in the future and there’s cloning involved. 

Evelyn Caldwell is at the top of her profession. She is an award-winning 

scientist/researcher who is at the top of her game. Unfortunately, her 

husband has left her --- for her. WHAT!?!  

Yes, he has used her award-winning research and created the perfect 

woman in Evelyn's image. He wants a Stepford wife whose sole 

purpose is to please him, to give him what he wants, one who will not 

burn the eggs, be smarter than him, or have her own opinions....and 

yet.... 

 

Now, Nathan, the cheating husband is dead.... what are the two Mrs. 

Caldwell's going to do? 

This is really entertaining and proved to be an extremely fast read. This is a nice blend of science 

fiction and domestic drama. The Echo Wife is original and intelligent. It was this reason that I did not 

want to put it down. 

 

Interested in this title? Reserve your copy here now 

 

 

 

 

https://nrpl.ent.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/newcastle/search/results?qu=the%20echo%20wife&te=

