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ITEM-9 LMM 26/05/2020 -  Condolence motion – Denis Nichols 

 
MOTION 
 
That City of Newcastle: 
 

1. Notes with sadness the passing of former City of Newcastle Alderman and Councillor, 
Deputy Lord Mayor and union leader, Denis Nichols;  

2. Recognises his enormous contribution to the betterment of the lives of working people, 
and all Novocastrians, through his roles as an Official for the Australian Manufacturing 
Workers’ Union (1981-2001); President, Newcastle Trades Hall Council (1983-1997), 
City of Newcastle Councillor (1986-1995) and Deputy Lord Mayor of the City of 
Newcastle (1987-1989). Mr Nichols was also a Director of the Labour Co-operative 
Group from 2002 and a Director of the Hunter TAFE Foundation from 2000 until his 
passing and a member of the BHP Steelworks Transition Steering Team; 

3. Notes that Mr Nichols was also a Newcastle Rugby League legend, playing 110 first 
grade matches for North Newcastle and Central Charlestown, winning a First Grade 
Premiership with the Bluebags in 1967, and making his Newcastle Representative debut 
in 1968; 

4. Sends our condolences to Mr Nichols’ family, his loving wife Iris, his friends, comrades 
and former teammates.  

 

BACKGROUND:  

 

Former City of Newcastle Alderman and Councillor (1986-1995) and Deputy Lord Mayor of the 

City of Newcastle 1987-1989 has sadly passed away.  

 

Mr Nichols was a very well-respected union leader, first elected as an Official for the Australian 

Manufacturing Workers’ Union in 1981, serving as the President of Newcastle Trades Hall 

Council from 1983 to 1997 and as a workers representative on the BHP Steelworks Transition 

Steering Team.  

 

Even in retirement, Mr Nichols continued to make a contribution to Newcastle, serving as a 

Director of the Labour Co-operative Group from 2002 and a Director of the Hunter TAFE 

Foundation from 2000 until his passing.  

 

Mr Nichols was very well respected by all sides of politics, as a great bloke, a true gentleman, 

and a fighter for the working class.  

From the North Newcastle Rugby League Football Club: 
 
With sadness we would like to advise all of the passing this morning of former Northern 
Suburbs, Newcastle Representative front rower and club Life Member Denis Nichols this 
morning after a long illness. 
A few notes on Denis's fantastic career at North's 1965-1973 

• Northern Suburbs Junior 

• 1965 3rd Grade debut 

• 1965 Reserve Grade debut (after only one 3rd grade game) 
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• 1965 First Grade debut against Central Newcastle at Newcastle No1 Sportsground on 
Saturday 3rd July 1965. 

• 1967 Northern Suburbs Premiership win. 

• 1968 Newcastle Representative debut. 

• Denis went on to play over 110 first grade games; 

• 1971 elected Life Member of the Northern Suburbs Football Club. 

• 1974-75 played out his career with Central Charlestown. 
 

Our condolences go out to Denis’ family, friends and former teammates.  
 
Rest In Peace Denis. 
 

 
 
Newcastle Trades Hall Council President Denis Nichols with Secretary Peter Barrack with the Newcastle 
Trades Hall Council centenary banner.  
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