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ITEM-15 LMM 29/06/21 - NEWCASTLE AS A NUCLEAR FREE CITY & SUPPORT FOR A 

NEWCASTLE PEACE PARK 

MOTION 

PART A: Hiroshima Day Peace Flag Raising Ceremony 

That City of Newcastle:  

1. Notes correspondence received from Hunter Peace Group (Attachment A) requesting a
Flag Raising ceremony and Civic Reception to mark Hiroshima Day, on 6 August 2021;

2. Reiterates our previous support for a world free of nuclear weapons, with Councillors
unanimously supporting a motion to join the Nobel Peace Prize winning International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (Attachment B), as well as the City’s 1982
declaration of Newcastle as a Nuclear Free Zone (Attachment C);

3. Supports the Hunter Peace Groups efforts to raise awareness about the ongoing
campaign to abolish nuclear weapon, as well as our long and proud history of activism
against nuclear weapons, particularly as a City with a large, working harbor, and holds a
Flag Raising Ceremony and Civic Reception on 6 August 2021 to mark Hiroshima Day.

PART B: Establishing a Newcastle Peace Park 

That City of Newcastle: 

1. Acknowledges Hunter Peace Group’s request for assistance to establish a Peace Park in
Newcastle, aimed at recognising Newcastle’s long and proud activist history in the fight
for nuclear disarmament, and in the pursuit of world peace;

2. Notes that Lord Mayor Joy Cummings AM was a Peace activist and dedicated advocate
for Newcastle as a Nuclear Free City, joining with Hunter Peace Group, the Trade Union
movement, and activists to hold demonstrations to raise awareness about nuclear
disarmament and the importance of Newcastle as a Nuclear Free City and Port;

3. Notes that many City’s across the nation are home to Peace Parks, with Peace Parks
located in Adelaide, Hobart, Canberra, Bankstown, Wallarah Point, Albany and locally at
Cessnock and Tanilba Bay.

4. Works with Hunter Peace Group to establish Newcastle Peace Park at Tighes Hill
Reserve, adjacent to Islington Park.

BACKGROUND: 
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The ICAN Cities Appeal was endorsed by the City of Newcastle on 26 February, 2019. 

STATEMENT 

City of Newcastle Commitment Statement: 

“City of Newcastle is deeply concerned about the grave threat that nuclear weapons post 
to communities throughout the world. We firmly believe that our residents have the right 
to live in a world free from this threat. Any use of nuclear weapons, where deliberate or 
accidental, would have catastrophic, far-reaching and long-lasting consequences for our 
people and the environment. Therefore, we warmly welcome the adoption of the Treaty 
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons by the United Nations in 2017, and we call on our 
national government to sign and ratify it without delay.” 

Councillors: Cr Byrne, Cr Clausen, Cr Duncan, Cr Dunn, Cr Nelmes, Cr White and Cr Winney-
Baartz. 

 

Image: ICAN Australia board member Dr Sue Wareham delivers an ICAN flag to the Lord Mayor 
of Newcastle, Nuatali Nelmes. 

FURTHER ACTION 

2020: The City of Newcastle submitted a motion in support of the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons to the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) for discussion at the 
2020 National General Assembly.  

In August 2020, after receiving submissions from local councils across the nation, the Australian 
Local Government Association board wrote to the Senator the Hon. Marise Payne Minister for 
Foreign Affairs with a message: Councils urge the Australian Government to sign and ratify the 
United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 
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Hiroshima Day, 1982: 

 

5 April 1978:  
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RELATED PREVIOUS DECISIONS: 

• NOM 26/02/19 - ICAN CITIES APPEAL - SUPPORTING THE UNITED NATIONS TREATY 
ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

• REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 29/06/82 – FINANCE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE – DECLARATION OF CITY AS A NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONE. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

• CORRESPONDENCE FROM HUNTER PEACE GROUP 

• NOM 26/02/19 - ICAN CITIES APPEAL - SUPPORTING THE UNITED NATIONS TREATY 
ON THE PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

• REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 29/06/82 – FINANCE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE – DECLARATION OF CITY AS A NUCLEAR FREE 
ZONE. 



Hunter Peace Group                                                                             
Peace  Justice  Friendship      

Sec: Lynda Forbes                                 

33 Dean Parade, Rankin Park NSW 

2287,  PH: 02 – 49529346             

Mob: 0438280645  Email 

hunterpeacegroup.2016@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                        

 
10th June 2021 

 

Cllr Nuatali Nelmes,                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Lord Mayor, Newcastle City Council,                                                                                                                                                                                         

Cnr Stewart Avenue and Hunter Street, Newcastle West NSW 2302                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Dear Lord Mayor 

 

Members of Hunter Peace Group recently participated in a meeting with your office which we found extremely productive.   During 

the conversation we discussed two issues – the first being – 

 

➢ The reinstatement of naming Newcastle as a Nuclear Free City by way of a flag raising ceremony in Civic Park at 10.30 

am on Friday 6th August (76th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki) followed by a morning tea at City 

Hall.  This was on the proviso that the past Motion to Council could be found – which it has been by the wonderful 

Librarians at Newcastle Library. Hunter Peace Group is very appreciative of the work your office has put into this issue 

and we sincerely hope Council will be supportive of marking this important occasion.  

 

➢ The second item discussed was the possibility of achieving a Peace Park which Hunter Peace Group members believe 

would be perfect at the Tighes Hill Reserve (opposite the Tighes Hill TAFE  Maitland Road).  This section of Islington Park 

which is separated by Throsby Creek, with well established fig trees interspersed with picnic table settings overlooking the 

creek has quite a large (but not too much) grassland with 3 gazebos and a couple of circular flower gardens and benches.   

It is a very peaceful spot and requires very little addition.   We believe that a suitable sign naming the park e.g. 

(Newcastle Peace Park achieved by Hunter Peace Group with approval and assistance from Newcastle City 

Council); 3 or 4 more benches or 3 benches and another picnic table setting.  Minor updating of the gazebos with one 

gazebo being made weatherproof to allow us to record the history of the Newcastle/Hunter past, present and future peace 

activists would make it an ideal haven to hold HPG events, family picnics or simply sit and read and/or contemplate the 

peaceful atmosphere.  Should this proposal be successful we will be approaching major Trade Unions to assist with cost 

of extra benches/picnic settings and the upgrading of the gazebos.    

 

We do hope this can become a reality and we await with anxious interest the outcome of Council deliberations.   

 

Yours in peace and friendship 

Lynda Forbes                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Secretary,  Hunter Peace Group    

 

The aim of Hunter Peace Group is to promote peace and disarmament globally, nationally and locally              

Hunter Peace Group: Contact email: hunterpeacegroup.2016@gmail.com                                                                                                                           

See us on Facebook at Hunter- Peace- Group 

mailto:hunterpeacegroup.2016@gmail.com


SUBJECT:         26/02/19 – ICAN CITIES APPEAL – SUPPORTING THE 
UNITED NATIONS TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS  

COUNCILLORS:     CR BYRNE, CR CLAUSEN; CR DUNCAN; CR DUNN; CR 
NELMES; CR WHITE; CR WINNEY-BAARTZ 

MOTION 

That City of Newcastle: 

1. Notes that 2017 Nobel Peace Prize winners ‘International Campaign to 
Abolish Nuclear Weapons’ (ICAN), and Hunter Peace Group, have asked City 
of Newcastle to support the 2017 United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (the Treaty), and to endorse the ICAN Cities Appeal 
campaign which is aimed at building support and awareness for the Treaty; 

2. Supports the ICAN Cities Appeal campaign by publishing our commitment 
statement on City of Newcastle’s website and social media channels.  

3. Writes to the Prime Minister and Opposition Leader, calling on the Federal 
Government to sign the 2017 United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons. 

BACKGROUND 
 
On 7 July 2017, 122 nations voted to adopt the United Nations Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.  

 

Following this, 2017 Nobel Peace Prize winners ‘International Campaign to Abolish 

Nuclear Weapons’ have enacted a global call for cities and towns to pledge their 

support for the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. 

 

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons prohibits the use, production and 

stockpiling of nuclear weapons and lays the foundations for their total elimination.  

 

Although the Australian Government ratified the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons in 1973, it has not yet signed the Treaty on the Prohibition of 

Nuclear Weapons, introduced in July 2017. 

 

City of Newcastle Commitment Statement: 

 

City of Newcastle is deeply concerned about the grave threat that nuclear weapons 

pose to communities throughout the world. We firmly believe that our residents have 

the right to live in a world free from this threat. Any use of nuclear weapons, where 

deliberate or accidental, would have catastrophic, far-reaching and long-lasting 

consequences for our people and the environment. Therefore, we warmly welcome 

the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons by the United 

Nations in 2017, and we call on our national government to sign and ratify it without 

delay. 



 

Attachments: 

• International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) Cities Appeal 

fact sheet 

• Correspondence from Hunter Peace Group 
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No. 229 - REPORT OF TOWN CLERK - 29th June'82

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF CITY AS A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE 
- File No.60/74/60/5

.-INANCE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT S ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

The Council on 25th May'82, resolved in respect of the undermentioned report 
of the PPC. meeting dated 11th May'82, that the report be received and 
referred to the next meeting of the FHEEC for consideration, namely:-

"No. 73 - REPORT OF TOWN CLERK - 11th May'82 •

SUBJECT: DECLARATION OF CITY AS A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE 
- File-. No. G0/74/G0/511 ________ — —   — — — — — — -
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The Council on 13th October'81, resolved inter alia, that the Town Clerk report 
on the feasibility of the City area being declared a nucucar free zone in respect 
of transportation of material and include actions taken by other Council in tide, 

respect.
In accordance with the Council's decision, letters were forwarded to the following 
Council seeking advice with respect to this matter, namely:- 

The Council of the City of Sydney 
Canterbury Municipal Council 
The Council of the'Municipality of Sheilharbour 
Municipality of Leichhardt 
Municipality of Mnrrickviile

The replies received from the above Councils are appended to this report.
Also appended to this report is an article prepared by D.C. Hanipscn, General 
Manager, Uranium Information Centre Ltd., Melbourne, titled "Some Implications - 

of Nuclear Free Zones"

Submitted for consideration

Copies attached are:-
Letter from CONVENORS - NEWCASTLE PEACE FORUM, and
Letter and submission from WOLFE STREET CROUP FOR NUCLEAR FREE ZONES.

NOTE: Invitations has been extended to the Newcastle Peace Forum and the 
Wolfe Street Croup for Nuclear Free Zones for representatives to 
attend the meeting at 6.30pm.

Submitted for consideration

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION:

229 DECLARATION OP CITY AS - A - NUCLEAR FREE ZONE-

NOTE - Mr. Dawson of the Newcastle Peace Forum and Mr. S. Flood of the 
Wolfe Street Group for Nuclear Free Zones were in attendance and 
addressed the Committee.

NOTE - The Newcastle Peace Forum and Wolfe Street Group for Nuclear Free 
Zones submitted documents to the meeting and these are attached.



FINANCE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

923.

REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 2 9 JU^S ^82
FINANCE SECTION

"That the report be received and that Council supports the decision and 
"action taken by the Sydney City Council and Leichhardt Council, Shell 
"Harbour Council and others in declaring their municipalities Nuclear Free 
"Zones and also that Co.uncil resolves to declare Newcastle a Nuclear free 
"City and port and resist the establishment of any nuclear industry such as 
"reactors, enrichment plants etc., within its boundaries.II
"Council does not however, appose the use of suitability protected and 
"controlled materials for medical, agricultural and industrial uses. These 
"would be exempt from this embargo. Until a suitable and safe handling and 
"disposal procedure is established to give the community maximum 
"protection, Council seek to discourage the passage of all other 
"radioactive materials that cannot be proven safe in terms of public health 
"and safety.
"Further that the City Engineer be requested to submit a report on the 
"possible location of up to 10 suitable signs covering major arterial roads 
"and port access locations. These signs to be similar to that erected by 
"the other municipal areas so declared. That enquiries be made and advice 
"be given by the Chief Health Surveyor so as to allow Council to explore 
"procedures for the handling and transport of radioisotopes and wastes and 
"possible treatment of mineral sands.”

Co c/L 7) ezy S7<w £,77/ /??7l
Motion (Aldermen Morris/Price)

"That the report be received and adoptedo"
Amendment (Aldermen Robertson/Campbell)

"That tlie report be received and in view of the importance of this issue 
"and the grave concern within the community, that this Council conduct a 
"referendum on the matter of declaring this City a nuclear free zone 
"in assocation with the 1983 Triennial Elections,,"

Note:- The meeting adjourned for supper at 8053 Pom. and resumed at 
<il9 Pom.

Alderman John Tate foreshadowed a further amendment concerning the
size of the proposed signs, location of notices in Council libraries and
the World Health Organisation standards for handling radio active materials.

Following length discussion and reply by the mover of the motion, the 
amendment was put to the meeting and declared defeated.

The foreshadowed further amendment was moved by Alderman John Tate and 
seconded by Alderman Alma Tate.

Following discussion on the contents of the foreshadowed further amendment, 
the mover and seconde agreed to incorporate it in the motion following 
a suggestion by Alderman A.A. Morris.

The motion then read as follows

"1. That the report be received and adopted subject to the word 'design1 
" being included following the word 'possible' as appearing in the 
" second line of the third paragraph of the recommendation.
it
"2. That a report be submitted by the Council's officers on the World 
" Health Organisation standards for the handling of radio active 
" materials and this report when submitted be considered by the 
" Council for adoption.
it
"3o That the FHEEC give consideration to the Council placing declaration 
" notices of this nature in the foyers of Council buildings."

This motion was then put to the meeting and declared carried.



FINANCE, HEALTH, ENVIRONMENT AND ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

REPORT OF MEETING HELD ON 2 9 JUW 1082 
FINANCE SECTION

RECEIVED & ADOPTED 

- 6 JUL 1982
EY

COUNCIL

REFERRED TO:
FOR ACTIGN/tteTATIO.M ON
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