
Community Information Session 

2024/25 Round Opening of Community 

Grants & Sponsorship Program

Session 1 – 22 May 2024 – 5pm 
Session 2 – 23 May 2024 – 10am 



Key Dates 

Round Opens – Monday, 3 June (9am)

Round Closes – Sunday, 30 June (11:59pm) 

Application Outcome Notification – End August / Early September

Project Commencement Date – 14 September onwards (ex YCAG)



Grants & Sponsorship – General Eligibility
• Applicants must operate within the Newcastle Local Government Area and/or be able to 

demonstrate that the Activity will directly benefit residents of Newcastle; 

• Applications must be received on or before the advertised due date and completed with 

the required level of detail and supporting documentation as specified in the Guidelines; 

• An Applicant’s Activity must begin after the Grant funding commencement date. Funding 

for retrospective, recurrent or ongoing funding will not be considered; 

• Applicants must have the appropriate level of insurance for the activities that are the subject 

of the funding request ($20m Public Liability); 

• Applicants must be capable of obtaining all regulatory approvals for the Activity. 

• Where an Activity will involve adults working with children, successful applicants must 

undertake the necessary ‘Working with Children’ checks. 



Grants & Sponsorship – General Ineligibility
• Activities that duplicate existing services or have a current Funding Agreement for the same 

Activity. This applies to all funding from CN including Grants, Sponsorships and Special 

Business Rate funding; 

• Religious ceremonies and/or activities that exclude the general population where the 

promotion of a single faith is the main purpose, or religious activities that could be perceived 

as divisive in the community; 

• Profit making Activities where profits are allocated to shareholders, owners and/or members; 

• Activities that vilify or discriminate a person or persons in respect of race, religion or 

sexual orientation or use live animals as part of a performance; 

• Applications seeking funds for prize money, gifts or awards or general fundraising 

appeals including those seeking funding for representative sport or cultural activities; 

• Fees and charges associated with compliance or development applications payable to 

CN. 



Grants Community 
Grants Policy 

• High Level 

• Reviewed every 4 years 

• Encompasses Current and  

Future Categories 

• Reviewed annually 

• Identifies categories, 

priorities and procedures 
Community 

Grants -
Guidelines 

Infrastructure 
Grants 

Community 
Support 
Grants 

Application requirements based 

on value 

• $1,000 - $4,000 

• $1,500 - $7,500

• $2,000 - $20,000 

Funding streams within 

categories can be updated 

annually to align with CN 

strategic direction 



Grant Programs 



Grant Programs 



Sponsorship Sponsorship 

Policy 

• High Level 

• Reviewed every 4 years 

• Encompasses Current and 

Future Categories 

• Reviewed annually 

• Identifies categories, 

priorities and procedures Sponsorship 

Guidelines 

Events 
Tourism and 

Economic 

Development 

Funding streams within categories can be 

updated annually to align with CN 

strategic direction 



Sponsorship Programs 



Sponsorship Programs 



Which program should I apply for?



How to Apply 

Application Forms are managed online through 

CN's funding portal SmartyGrants.

https://newcastle.smartygrants.com.au/

Link to portal can be located in the 'How to 

Apply' section on any of CN's grants and 

sponsorship web pages. 

https://newcastle.nsw.gov.au/community/grants

-and-sponsorships/grants

Application forms will appear in the funding 

portal when the round opens.

Computers available at libraries.

https://newcastle.smartygrants.com.au/
https://newcastle.nsw.gov.au/community/grants-and-sponsorships/grants
https://newcastle.nsw.gov.au/community/grants-and-sponsorships/grants


Funding Agreements 
• All successful applicants will be required to enter into a Funding Agreement before funds 

are released and the Activity commences. 

• Successful recipients are required to submit an Acquittal for all Grant funding received. 

• CN will provide Grants/Sponsorship as cash and/or value-in-kind. Any CN goods or 

services provided should be costed by the Recipient at the appropriate Not-For-Profit 

Organisation or commercial rate as per the published fees and charges and included in 

the recipient’s Activity budget. 

• A monetary figure will be allocated to all value-in-kind awarded in accordance with its real 

cost to CN and included in the total amount of funding allocated to any successful recipient. 

• The Recipient is required to publicly acknowledge CN for all Activities funded by CN as per 

conditions of a Funding Agreement. 



Hints and Tips 
• Demonstrate community support and involvement in your project; collaborations are 

encouraged. 

• Use clear language; avoid abbreviations and jargon. 

• Prepare a detailed budget. 

• Have someone who doesn’t know your project review your application. 

• Check out the annual priorities. 

• Support your application with as much information as possible.

• Are there more appropriate grants? Visit Grants Guru



Questions?

For more information contact Emmalea Moult our Grants and Sponsorship 

Officer at grants@ncc.nsw.gov.au or on 02 4974 2814. 
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